Soil Scientists and Range Specialists have been evaluating the relationships between kinds of soils and native plant communities in relict areas for several years. Although the degree of correlation between kinds of soils and plant communities has long been a debatable issue, field evaluations in connection with the National Cooperative Soil Survey are indicating that these relationships do exist.
Outside of the climate, soil is probably one of the most significant environmental factors affecting any vegetational complex. Heerwagen and Aandahl (1) have pointed out the development of the soil and the native plant community are influenced by essentially the same environmental factors and are more or less interdependent. Therefore, significant amounts of correlations should exist between climax plant communities and kinds of soil. They have further reported that these correlations "occur at the soil type and soil phase level of differentiation" (1). Similar soil types of closely related soil series, within a limited climatic zone, and which support comparable climax communities, can be grouped together into a single range site.
The information obtained from evaluating the climax vegetation and kinds of soil is presently being used by the Soil Conservation Service to classify rangelands for conservation planning. This agency is charged with the responsibility of assisting ranchers to better understand their rangelands and to help them use this information in planning and carrying out a sound range conservation program. In order for a rancher to successfully manage his rangeland, he must be able to distinguish between the kinds of rangeland, or range sites, and be able to evaluate the kinds and amounts of vegetation that each of the various range sites is capable of producing. The information gathered in this study will be used in assisting ranchers to evaluate their ranges in south-
